
 
                  
                                                         

 
                               

 

  

 

                 

          

               

      

            

    

              

            

   

 
  

       

         

            

         

      

  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Nathan D. Quesnel 
Superintendent of Schools 

1110 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108 Tel: (860) 622-5107 Fax: (860) 622-5119 www.easthartford.org 

Date: 5/6/20 

Dear EHPS Community, 

Greetings, Happy May and I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy and safe. This week EHPS 

celebrates Faculty Appreciation Week and we appreciate all the well wishes and thanks that we have 

received from many of you in emails and on social media. We wish to extend the same thanks in return— 
thanks for being amazing parents, guardians, aunts, uncles, grand-parents and neighbors. Thanks for 

working with us to support your child over this challenging time. We appreciate you and know that as 

East Hartford emerges on the other end of this pandemic, our work together has made us stronger! 

I am writing to you with a few important updates that I hope continue to be meaningful and supportive. 

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher, principal or to my office directly. 

We are eager to support and work together. 

A few important updates: 

•  Extended  School  Closure:  Yesterday,  Governor Lamont announced that “in  person  classes”  will  
be closed for the rest of the  year.  As such, we  will continue our Distance Learning  Plan  (DLP)  

through  our  last  day  of  school  on  June 12,  2020.  Sadly, the closure  of “in  person  classes”  also  has  

triggered the Connecticut Interscholastic  Athletic  Conference  (CIAC)  to  cancel spring  sports.  Our  

thoughts are with our students and athletes who are  missing school and sports.  

• High School Graduations: Aligned to the guidance released from the Connecticut State 

Department of Education, we will be virtually hosting our high school graduations (EHHS, CIBA, 

Synergy and Woodland School). We recognize the loss of this significant event for our seniors and 

their parents and will be working hard to make this new experience a celebration of their 

achievements and transition. Currently our high school teams are working with student leaders 

to design these activities and we look forward to sharing plans as we move forward. 

• Locker  Cleanout:  As students will not be returning  to  school  for the rest  of the  year, we  recognize 

that they  may  have left personal items in  their lockers/classrooms that need to  be collected.  Over  

the next few  weeks, school principals will be reaching  out to  families and  developing  plans that  

will allow students  to  enter  schools an d  collect  their  belongings in  a safe   and  controlled m anner.   

Please pay careful attention for a communication from  your child’s school regarding this event.  

•  Return  of School  Property,  Electronic  Devices/Instruments:  We are developing  a plan  to  collect  

both electronic  devices and  musical instruments  that  are currently  being  used by  students.  While  

these  collections are being  handled  at the school level, we  wanted to  alert you  regarding  this  

obligation.  Getting  ALL  devices and  instruments during  this period  is extremely  important so  that  

we  can  refurbish  and  update  for use next  year.  We  expect  for collections to  happen the second  

week of June through  our  last day  of  school.   Please  pay careful  attention  for  a communication  

from your child’s school regarding this event.  

http://www.easthartford.org/
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan


 

 

 

          

    

  

 

 

 
 
 
 

• Meals:   As of yesterday  (5/5/20), our meal  sites have served  73,529  meals  to  our community.  We  

are extremely  proud  of  our  staff and  the  dedicated team  from  Sodexo  who  continue to  rise  to  the  

challenge.  Check out a  really  cool  video  that was developed as a tribute  to  them.  Based on  

shifting  demand, we  will  be  closing  the O’Brien  meal  site  on  Friday  5/8/20.   Parents using  that site  

are welcome to  use any  of the other sites.  For details, please see EH Meal Plan.  We  are currently  

working  with our state and  federal  contacts  and  will  be exploring  the  opportunity  to  keep  these  

programs potentially running through the summer.  

• Distance  Learning  Plan  (DLP)  Resources:   Our  DLP  Website is  a  rich  resource  of tools, ideas and  

content that we  hope  you  will fully  utilize.   Please visit the  East Hartford  DLP  Site  to  access this  

important information.  Specifically,  we  would  love to  introduce  our families to  the  incredible 

resources, supports and  tools located on  our Family  Resources Page.  Please familiarize yourself  

with the  content and  let  us know if you  have  ideas to  continue to  improve.  Finally, in  terms  of  

learning  and  teaching  at  home, we  want to  let  you  know as  parents  that we  know this is tough  

work…believe us,  we  know it’s  tough  work.  As such, we  ask  that  when your child  finds an  
assignment  too  challenging  or  confusing, please feel  free  to  put  it aside for  the  moment  and  utilize  

the online office  hours  or  chats that  our  teachers provide.  We have found  that  in  these  moments,  

touching  base with a teacher is an  important  solution  step.  Thanks in  advance for taking  us up  on  

this offer!  

• East Hartford  2020  Census:   Finally, a  homework  assignment  for  our  parents!  😊  By  way  of  this  

message, we  wanted to  reach  out and  ask you  to  take  the  time to  complete the 2020  Census  

linked  here  for your easy  access.  Completely  confidential and  simple to  complete, the Census is  

an  important task for everyone who  lives in  East Hartford.  Based on  this data, critical funds that  

our town desperately  needs are provided.   Programs such as the Federal School Lunch Program,  

Medicaid, the Supplemental Nutrition  Assistance Program  (SNAP), Energy  Assistance Program  for  

seniors,  transportation  and  highway  projects and  many  more, rely  on  Census data.  To  be more 

precise, for every  undercounted  individual East  Hartford  will lose $2,200  in  funding.  Thanks for  

your consideration and thanks in advance for getting this done!  

We are so appreciative of all the hard work we know you are doing as families during this time. If we can 

be supportive in anyway, we look forward to hearing from you! 

With great East Hartford Pride, 

Nathan Quesnel  
Superintendent  
East Hartford Public Schools  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kUufPprx5SuGj2aouTCX81NP9cmmXcjI/view?usp=sharing
https://www.easthartford.org/news/what_s_new/e_c_l_c_added_to_o_f_c_p_meal_program_locations
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan
https://www.easthartford.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=19398883&pageid=23643106
https://my2020census.gov/



